To our incredible children,
Can you believe that we are half way through our summer term? And whilst this summer term is vastly
different to those of previous years, you are all continuing to amaze me with the way in which you are
taking everything in your stride. It has been an absolute joy to see how many of you have sent in
responses to our PROJECTS OF HOPE; the manga artwork has been brilliant and the
recordings of both ‘A Million Dreams’ and ‘We’ll Meet Again’ have been a delight to listen to. Thank
you all so much!

A lasting reminder of Hope
In this week’s letter I thought I would take the
opportunity to share with you an exciting, new piece
of artwork that is actually being created in our school as
I write this letter. It is a mosaic of HOPE which will be
displayed for everybody who passes our school to see,
serving as a lasting reminder of the feeling of Hope
created by the whole community of Hebburn during
these strange and uncertain times. It has been
designed with the help of local artist Simon Terry, who
has worked alongside his family to construct the final
piece this week. It will include some very important
details too - each and every one of your initials will be
painted on to the tiles to remind us of how brave and
strong you have all been over the past two months. I
can’t wait for you all to see it!

VE Day
The last time I wrote to you I told you about our special recording for VE day. The amount of people who
sent in recordings was fantastic and it was very moving to hear all of your voices merged with those
from other schools in our area. Some of you might have even heard our very own Mr Conway being
interview on local radio! He was very proud of you all! It was a wonderful opportunity to be involved in
this joint project, however, our next virtual choir recording will focus solely on St Aloysius.

Somewhere Over the Rainbow
I don’t know about you, but I think one of the main symbols that has stood out to us all as a sign of hope
during these very strange times is the image of a rainbow. I have loved seeing all of the beautiful
rainbow pictures displayed around our school, around Hebburn, and indeed, around the rest of the world!

We even decided to include rainbow swirls in our mosaic to remind us of the sense of hope that rainbow
imagery has created! It is because of this that I thought ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ would
be a good choice of song for us to record next. I hope you all agree! Our very talented friend, Mike, has
very kindly written us some more instructions and prepared another backing track to sing along to. I have
attached his new instructions to the end of this letter.

I would also like to ask that alongside your recordings you send in photos based around the theme of
‘Rainbows’. You might choose to send pictures of you standing next to the rainbows you have created,
you might have rainbow face paint on, you might have made a rainbow using items in your home - be as
creative as you can! I will use these pictures to make a music video to accompany the song.

Draw your Hopes – the next stage!
The Manga illustrations we have received so far are excellent! Now, here's another chance to get arty,
but in a more thoughtful, sensitive way. View the new video by Greg McGee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLy0gpnK8U0&feature=youtu.be video and watch how easy it is to
create a masterpiece or two. Painting, Collage, and carefully composed Photography should never be
seen as difficult: all it takes is some deep thinking and then you can get stuck into it.
 What can you paint?
We went for seascapes, but you can paint a skyscape, a cityscape, a landscape.
 What can you Collage?
We went for the names of the things we miss the most, but you can go photos of landmarks,
printed photos, or anything that catches your eye in a magazine and mix it with paint.
 What can you Photograph?
Whatever makes you stop and think under Lockdown is valid. So you might see the birds in the
garden who are freer than us, or an unused pair of football boots, or a spring dress that has gone
unworn. Think of how it looks in the frame, and think of the light.
This is a chance for you to show us what goes on in your heart at this moment in history. The Manga was
a great start. Now let's go deeper! Remember to send all of your artwork to the email address art@staloysius.co.uk
Next week is half term; I hope you continue to share special times with your families. I hope you have
lots of laughs and carry on creating lots of memories. Let’s hope the sun shines! I can’t wait to see all of
your gorgeous faces and hear all of your wonderful voices again!

Lots of love

Miss Doughty

